2001

State of the Environment Report

The Idaho Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) is pleased to present the State of the Environment report for the year
2001. This report provides an overview of current environmental conditions in Idaho and discusses environmental data collected
throughout the State. This information on the environment can be used in subsequent investigations as “indicators” of the health of
the environment. This report will be revisited and updated regularly to display trends and help prioritize activities.

Indicators of Environmental Conditions and Trends Used In This Report
4+ Air Quality

Drinking Water Quality

Ground Water Quality

Surface Water Quality

+ 4+ 4

Areas of Waste Contamination

There are six major river basins in Idaho: Panhandle, Clearwater, Salmon, Southwest, Upper Snake, and Bear River. “Basins” are
essentially a larger grouping of “watersheds”— areas that contain a particular drainage. In this report, the State is divided into five
basins. For presentation of information, the Upper Snake and Bear River Basins are combined. Typically, watersheds and the larger
basins are established from ridgeline-to-ridgeline boundaries of an area, from which water flows into large streams or rivers.

The five resulting basins correspond with Idaho’s Air Quality Control Regions. The Air Quality Control Regions contain
“airsheds” that are similar in concept to watersheds. The air in an airshed flows in one geographical area bounded by mountains,
prevailing winds, and upper atmosphere circulation, so that the air mass is mostly confined to a specific and definable geographic area.
Selected airsheds are discussed in this report. The next section presents an overview of statewide conditions.
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